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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8,11-14 and 16-20 . 

3. £<] The drawings filed on 31 July 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 
Examiner's Amendment 
1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ms. Carolyn Fischer on April 22, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE ABSTRACT: 

-Line 1, delete the word "substrate" after "comprising a". 

-Line 1, insert the phrase - retroreflective sheeting after "comprising a". 

-Line 4, delete the word "substrate" after "greater than the". 

-Line 4, insert the phrase - retroreflective sheeting - after "greater than the". 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

CLAIM 1: 

-Line 1, delete the phrase "a substrate" after "disposed between". 

-Line 1, insert the phrase - retroreflective sheeting — after the phrase "disposed between". 
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-Line 2, delete the phrase "consisting of polymeric materials" before "and a polymeric liner". 
CLAIM 3: 

-Line 1, delete the word "substrate" after the phrase "wherein the". 

-Line 1, insert the phrase ~ retroreflective sheeting — after the phrase "wherein the". 

CLAIM 4: 

-Line 1, delete the word "substrate" after the phrase "wherein the". 

-Line 1, insert the phrase — retroreflective sheeting — after the phrase "wherein the". 

CLAIM 5: 

-Line 1, delete the word "substrate" after the phrase "wherein the". 

-Line 1, insert the phrase — retroreflective sheeting — after the phrase "wherein the". 

CANCEL CLAIM 9 

CANCEL CLAIM 10 

CANCEL CLAIM 15 

CLAIM 16: 

-Line 1, delete the number "15" after the phrase "The article of claim". 
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-Line 1 , insert the number ~ 1 — after the phrase "The article of claim". 
CLAIM 17: 

-Line 1, delete the number "15" after the phrase "The article of claim". 
-Line 1, insert the number — 1 — after the phrase "The article of claim". 

CLAIM 18: 

-Line 1, delete the number "15" after the phrase "The article of claim". 
-Line 1 , insert the number ~ 1 — after the phrase "The article of claim". 

CANCEL CLAIM 41 

CANCEL CLAIM 42 

CANCEL CLAIM 43 

CANCEL CLAIM 44 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the invention as 
claimed, namely an article comprising an adhesive layer disposed between retroreflective 
sheeting and a polymeric liner, the liner having an adhesive facing surface releasably adhered to 
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the adhesive, wherein the adhesive-facing surface has a coefficient of friction of at least about 
0.30 and wherein the substrate exhibits shrinkage such that (1-L/LO) is greater than 0.05% at 10 
days according to shrinkage test method B and the liner exhibits shrinkage at 10 days according 
to shrinkage test method B from substantially the same as to greater than the substrate, is neither 
anticipated nor fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

Although Rega et al (#6,054,208) teach that it is generally known to provide a 
retroreflective sheeting in combination with an adhesive layer and release liner, Rega et al. are 
silent with regards to the control of shrinkage properties in the retroreflective sheeting and liner 
for promoting good roll stability and are silent towards the coefficient of friction of the release 
liner. JP 59-149970 stands for the general principle that a substrate comprising a top layer, an 
intermediate adhesive layer, and a lower release liner can be improved by selecting top and lower 
layers exhibiting the same shrinkage properties, thereby preventing curling of the substrate when 
exposed to heated rollers. Although the principles detailed by JP '970 may extend to 
embodiments in which the top and bottom layer are polymeric layers rather than paper, JP '970 
makes no suggestion that such principles are applicable to retroreflective sheeting. Furthermore, 
neither JP '970 nor the cited secondary references of record (namely Kessel et al. (#5,432,006)), 
teach or suggest to modify the coefficient of friction at or above 0.30 in combination with the 
claimed shrinkage properties. Therefore, none of the aforementioned references, either taken 
individually or in combination, reasonably anticipate or suggest the Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Egan whose telephone number is 571-272-1491 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Y. Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





